
1st 9 Weeks INNOVATORS 

 

 

Pumpkin Center Primary:  Logan Spake 

What can you do with a napkin, a paper plate, old socks, an empty milk jug, old t-shirts and a plastic 

grocery bag?  Logan Spake, the PE teacher at Pumpkin Center Primary School, has many ideas.  Mr. Spake 

created videos to show students and parents how to use these household items to create and assemble 

a PEPP for PE class.  A PEPP is a Physical Education Personal Packet that students can use at recess or at 

home for PE.  Students can follow the instructions on the videos to make items that will help them meet 

the PE standards such as tossing, catching, and juggling.  Mr. Spake’s innovative thinking allows all 

students to engage in physical activity using everyday items that are at their disposal.  He models using 

these items in class to show students how easy and fun it is to create your own play equipment. 

 

 

North Brook: Tessa Metcalf 

Tessa Metcalf, a third grader, designed earrings and hair bows starting back in June. She called it Tessa's 

Bowtique. Her mother sold the hairbows and earrings online through social media. Tessa then used the 

profits to purchase groceries for our backpack program. We are so proud of this caring and innovative 

Blue Jay! 

 



 

 

St. James:  Monica Smith 

Monica is our PE teacher and has worked at SJ for 5 years. Coming back in August, knowing everyone's 

job was going to be different and more difficult, I honestly did not know how PE could happen. Monica 

began the year by leading the PE teacher share session for the district. She then worked out a schedule 

with our other special area teachers that would allow each class to have PE (and every other special class) 

once every 3 weeks. It doesn't seem like a lot, but all things considered, it was all we could do. During 

each class's PE time, she takes them outside when she is able. Students participate in a variety of 

physical activities as well as games that allow them to social distance and have fun. When the weather 

does not accommodate, she seems to have an arsenal of indoor activities that get the kids moving and 

laughing. One of the neatest things I've seen her use is "NetFLEX" (you know, like Netflix but "flex"). I have 

also attended a few virtual classes she has led. Yes, she meets with every virtual class equally as well! The 

kids login to Google Meet using the SJESPE access code and she leads them through a PE lesson in their 

living rooms, studies, kitchens and bedrooms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


